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1 Important Details

Credits: 1

Web page: https://people.cs.umass.edu/~pinar/

191cics1.html

When/Where: Depending on the section you signed
up for:

• Monday 4:00pm – 5:00pm, Hasbrouck, Room 136

• Monday 5:30pm – 6:30pm, Hasbrouck, Room 136

• Tuesday 4:00pm – 5:00pm, Hasbrouck Lab Addition,
Room 107

• Tuesday 5:30pm – 6:30pm, Hasbrouck Lab Addition,
Room 107

Readings: There is no textbook for this class. Instead,
we will be reading articles on the web and excerpts from
textbooks.

Email: For questions about the class, email
pinar@cs.umass.edu

2 Inclusive Discussion

In this course, each voice in the classroom has some-
thing of value to contribute. Please take care to respect
the different experiences, beliefs and values expressed by
students in this course. I support the commitment of
the UMass Amherst College of Information and Com-
puter Sciences to diversity, and welcome individuals of all
ages, backgrounds, citizenships, disability, sex, education,
ethnicities, family statuses, genders, gender identities,
geographical locations, languages, military experience,
political views, races, religions, sexual orientations, so-
cioeconomic statuses, and work experiences.

3 Grading

Your overall grade for the course will be derived from
three components. At a high-level grading is based on
the following formula:

• 30% Attendance

• 30% Class participation

• 40% Written Assignments (including written home-
work assignments/in-class worksheets)

Final letter grades will be based on the class curve. I
typically pick a B to be the midpoint of the curve but I
reserve the right to pick that midpoint at the end of the
semester based on class performance. Because I use a
curve, that means that if the entire class does very, very
well and you just do well, you might receive a C grade
or lower. The range of each letter will be based on the
standard deviation of the class grades.

Don’t underestimate the Attendance and Class Partic-
ipation components — full credit versus none can move
your final grade by quite a bit.

3.1 Attendance

Attendance is mandatory to pass the class. Completing
the written assignments but failing to show up to class
automatically results in a failing grade. During the course
of the semester, you will get one unexcused absence – no
questions asked. However, for two or more absences, I
will need a doctor’s note.

3.2 Class Participation

I will assign this portion of your grade on the basis of
your participation in class. I expect you to participate
in class discussion, posing and answering questions as
appropriate. Also, I expect that you’ll leave room for
others to speak their minds as well.
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I intend to have a series of guest lecturers come join
us in class. Not attending on these days will weigh more
heavily against your participation grade.

3.3 Written Assignments

Each assignment will have a slightly different number of
points. Your score will be the total number of points
earned over total number of points available for the as-
signments you completed. Late homeworks are NOT
accepted, and I will assign a score of zero for work that
is not submitted on time (or at all).

I will use web interfaces exclusively to accept assign-
ments, which must be in the form of a PDF or Word file,
with your name clearly visible.

If class participation is generally low, or if I get the
sense that students aren’t reading, I will give in-class
quizzes. These quizzes will be pre-announced, and will
become part of the homework component of your grade.

4 Policies

All official material for the class can be found on the
UMass Blackboard site. Any external course web page is
more of an advertisement for the class and won’t be kept
up to date.

Cell phones, laptops, and similar devices may not be
used during class.

4.1 Collaboration and Plagiarism

Please come see me if you are unable to keep up with
the work for this class, for any reason, and I will work
something out. Obviously, there isn’t anything I can do
when the semester has already ended. I want to see you
succeed and will do everything I can to help you out.
The earlier you let me help, the more help I can offer.
I’ve been here since last millennium and I’ve seen it all;
please come by.

Please be cognizant of the University’s policies on cheat-
ing. You may discuss material with others, but your
writing must be your own. When in doubt, contact me
about whether a potential action would be considered
plagiarism. When discussing problems with others, do
not show any of your written solutions. When asking
others for help, do not take notes about the solution other
than to jot down publicly available references. Use only
verbal communication.

If you do discuss material with anyone besides the
instructors, acknowledge your collaborators in each write-
up. If you obtain a key insight with help (e.g., through
library work or a friend), acknowledge your source, briefly
state the insight, and write up the solution on your own.
I expect to see citations if you use an outside source

(other than the assigned articles) to complete an assign-
ment. You may directly quote from a decision in order
to complete a brief — provided you surround the text by
quotation marks — without citation.

It is never permissiable to distribute your completed
assignments, my homework solutions, exams, or exam
solutions to other persons nor to post these materials to
Internet sites, including Github and Course Hero. Of
course it is not permissible to use such resources as well.
Both are obvious violations of the University’s academic
honesty policies and I will pursue sanctions even after
the course is over.

Never misrepresent someone’s work as your own. It
must be absolutely clear what material is your original
work. You must remove any possibility of someone else’s
work from being misconstrued as yours.

As a condition of continued enrollment in this course,
you agree to submit all assignments to the Turnitin and/or
My Drop Box services for textual comparison or original-
ity review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All
submitted assignments will be included in the UMass
Amherst dedicated databases of assignments at Turnitin
and/or My Drop Box. These databases of assignments
will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible
plagiarism during the grading process and during this
term and in the future. Students who do not submit
their papers electronically to the selected service will be
required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited
page of each source listed in the bibliography with the
final paper in order to receive a grade on the assignment.

You can and should read the University’s policies
on cheating as well at http://www.umass.edu/ombuds/
honesty.php/. In short, intellectual honesty requires
that students demonstrate their own learning during ex-
aminations and other academic exercises, and that other
sources of information or knowledge be appropriately
credited. Scholarship depends upon the reliability of infor-
mation and reference in the work of others. Student work
at the University may be analyzed for originality of con-
tent. Such analysis may be done electronically or by other
means. Student work may also be included in a database
for the purpose of checking for possible plagiarized con-
tent in future student submissions. No form of cheating,
plagiarism, fabrication, or facilitating dishonesty will be
condoned in the University community. (Some portions
of the above plagiarized from http://www.umass.edu/

academichonesty/AddressingPlagiarism.html!)

5 UMass Policies

Accommodation Statement. The University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal
educational opportunity for all students. If you have a
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documented physical, psychological, or learning disability
on file with Disability Services (DS), you may be eligible
for reasonable academic accommodations to help you suc-
ceed in this course. If you have a documented disability
that requires an accommodation, please notify me within
the first two weeks of the semester so that we may make
appropriate arrangements.

Academic Honesty Statement. Since the integrity
of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher
education requires honesty in scholarship and research,
academic honesty is required of all students at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Amherst. Academic dishonesty
is prohibited in all programs of the University. Aca-
demic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating,
fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty. Ap-
propriate sanctions may be imposed on any student who
has committed an act of academic dishonesty. Instructors
should take reasonable steps to address academic miscon-
duct. Any person who has reason to believe that a student
has committed academic dishonesty should bring such
information to the attention of the appropriate course
instructor as soon as possible. Instances of academic dis-
honesty not related to a specific course should be brought
to the attention of the appropriate department Head or
Chair. Since students are expected to be familiar with this
policy and the commonly accepted standards of academic
integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally
sufficient evidence of lack of intent (http://www.umass.
edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/).
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